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Getting the Word Out

It’s hard to be a resource if 

people don’t know you’re there.



Offering Assistance



Brush Up on Oral Health 

Newsletter 

• Monthly e-newsletter

• Target audience is Head Start 

staff

• Provides information on 

current practice, practical tips 

for staff to share with parents 

for promoting oral health, and 

simple recipes for healthy 

snacks

• Secondary audience is health 

and social service professionals



What You Should Know and How You Can 

Help

Tip Sheet Series



Health Services Newsletter



• Created one combined form 

(pregnant women and children), a 

form for pregnant women, and a 

form for children

• Forms collect information on:

• Dental home status

• Current oral health status

• Oral health care services 

delivered during visit

• Whether all treatment is 

complete

• If future appointments are 

needed

Head Start Oral Health Forms



Offering Assistance



Who Do I Collaborate With?

• Kansas Head Start Association 

(State Head Start Association)

• Oral Health Kansas 

(State Oral Health Coalition)

• Bureau of Oral Health 

(Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment)



Other Contacts- Kansas

• Kansas Association for the 

Medically Underserved             

(State Primary Care Association)

• Kansas Dental Hygiene Association 

(Chair for Community Dental Health 

Committee)

• Kansas Dental Association      

(Board Member, KS Dental 

Charitable Foundation)



Other Contacts- National

Office of Head Start 

National Center on Health

National Maternal and Child 

Oral Health Resource Center



Access to Care- Making Progress in Kansas

Extended Care Permit Hygienists

� Community based settings

� Increased scope of practice

Direct Medicaid billing 

� Head Starts

� Health Departments



Request #1—Increase Services

Northeast Kansas Community Action Program



Request #2—Oral Health Education

Pine Ridge Prep 



Request #3—Increase Services

Sheldon Head Start



Greatest Challenge

• Making and keeping appointments at 

dental clinics 

• Navigating insurance system

• Signing consent forms  for on-site 

services

• Not understanding the need for 

services

Parents’ biggest hurdles



• Education for staff and 

faculty

• Fun, interactive and  

“edu-taining” family 

experience

Strategies
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