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� Identify relevant data sources for senior oral health at 

the state, community, and national level to inform 
decision-makers in their state

� Demonstrate the ability to populate a fact sheet or 
infographic template with data specific to their state 

� Identify potential partners and resources for obtaining 
senior oral health data (e.g. existing surveys, sources 
of funds for state-specific BRFSS questions, etc) 

� Describe how and what data to use that will have the 
desired policy impact



� Mike Manz, DDS, 

MPH, DrPH

� Barbara J. Smith, 

RDH, MPH, PhD



� Got Data? – California Milk Processor Board

� Spare Me the Details, Just Give Me the Score 
– The Offspring (the first part, anyway)

� Just the facts, Ma’am – Joe Friday (Dragnet), 
but actually not

� He Must Be Hopped Up on Goofballs – me?   
or about me? but inspired by Dragnet



� Start with demographic data to find out about 
your state population

� www.census.gov/2010census





13.8%



� www.cdc.gov/brfss

� 2012 data is not 

comparable to other 

years

� Oral Health data 

collected in “even”

years

� Use data to 2010 for 

trends















� ASTDD - Older Adults

� www.astdd.org

� Members section or links 

on the home screen
� www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/stat

e_programs/states/index.htm

(lists state reports – check for older 

adult survey reports)













http://www.cdc.gov/nohss/





� American Cancer Society

� NIH National Cancer Institute
� CDC National Program of Cancer Registries

� U.S. Cancer Statistics

� State contact and state vital statistics

� (links in Older Adult Surveillance Data Template) 





� http://statecancerprofiles

.cancer.gov

� NIH National Cancer 
Institute 



� American Health Care 
Association

� www.ahcancal.org
Research and Data tab, LTC 
Stats (OSCAR data), Nursing 
Facility Operational and 
Patient reports

� The Henry J. Kaiser Family 
Foundation:  
http://kff.org/other/state-
indicator/number-of-nursing-
facility-beds/

� Check your state (e.g. 
Michigan report updated 
March 2014  on MI DCH 
website)





� (Nat’l Academy for State Health Policy)

http://www.nashp.org/publication/medicaid-
coverage-adult-dental-services

� ADA (Barbara)

� Individual state data

SOHP

State Medicaid







� HRSA Uniform Data Set
� By state information on percent of patients 65+, 

counts of dental visits and dental services at 
funded Community Health Centers

� ASTDD/CDC State Synopses
� Workforce, infrastructure and policy indicators, 

including: number of dentists/hygienists, number 
of dentists accepting Medicaid, Medicaid dental 
coverage for adults, number of community based 
oral health programs, ……………





http://www.astdd.org/docs/oral-health-data-used-for-policy-05-12-2012.pdf



www.cdhp.orgwww.cdhp.org

Connecticut’s 

SOHP has a 

separate Oral 

Health Action 

Plan that targets 

the needs of 

older adults. 

The Alaska SOHP 

devotes a full 

section to both 

the data on and 

the challenges 

faced by people 

ages 65 or older.

In Colorado, the 

SOHP sets goals 

for seniors in 

areas such as 

financing, 

systems of care 

and health 

promotion.

One of North Dakota’s SOHP priorities 

is to increase the percentage of seniors 

who receive dental services.

Kansas’ SOHP calls for strengthening oral 

health efforts among two populations that 

include many seniors — those with 

disabilities and those trying to prevent or 

manage diabetes, heart disease or stroke. 

Examples of How SOHPs 

Address Older Adults’ Needs 

One of Georgia’s 8 

recommendations 

is improving access 

to adults “with 

special physical and 

mental healthcare 

needs.”



www.cdhp.orgwww.cdhp.org

CDHP Resources:

The Oral Health Policy Profile is a template to assist state oral health programs in 

monitoring and tracking state oral health policies in three areas: 

�Professional policies 

�Public policies in laws, regulations, other (e.g., statewide fluoridation mandate)

�Programmatic policies

https://www.cdhp.org/resources/306-oral-health-policy-profile

The State Oral Health Plan Comparison Tool allows you to search 24 content 

areas and make cross-state comparisons through a relational database. 

https://www.cdhp.org/resources/307-state-oral-health-plan-comparison-tool



Public service of U.S. Administration on Aging (AoA)

Provides a single toll-free number (1-800-677-1116) and website 

(www.eldercare.gov) to get connected with the aging network



PACE provides comprehensive long term services and 
supports to Medicaid and Medicare enrollees.





� Suite of 9 initiatives

� Examples

� Reduce ER use for dental 

problems

� Reduce barriers to 

provider participation in 

Medicaid

� Expansion of community 

water fluoridation





� participate in nursing home care and

� prevention programs 

� through local community outreach

� continuing education 

� training to work in long-term care

ensure every nursing home resident 

who wants and needs dental care 

is able to get it



� At least ten state dental associations 

committed to implementing a long-term care 
program to improve the oral health of nursing 

home residents by 2015.



� Through ADA continuing education, train at 

least 1,000 dentists to provide care in nursing 
homes by 2020, and increase the number of 

dentists serving on advisory boards or as 

dental directors of long-term care facilities.



Maryland

Virginia



� Dental Association

� Hygiene Association
� Oral Health Coalition

� Dental Association Foundation

� Health Care Association

� VCU Dental School 

� Geriatric Collaborative of Central Virginia 
founder



� Implementation of Teledentistry 

� “Store & forward” technology to streamline care

� Pilot study: dental coordinator nursing home

� Coordinate preventive & restorative care

� Give Seniors a Smile

� Richmond area nursing facility

� Screen residents and provide preventive services 



� CE course to train dental 

health practitioners

� Training/calibration of 
dental personnel for 

statewide measure using 
BSS for Seniors

� Dental health fairs/ 

screening in LTC facilities

3 phase Pilot project 

•State Dental Association
•Dental Hygienists 

Association

•School of Dentistry
•Office of Oral Health



Rockville Nursing Home

�Inaugural event 

�Provided free dental care 

to residents & staff

Volunteers







Updated: 4/2014  *CO-enacted improvement (2014) - pending full adoption of program 









� Brochure (template on ASTDD.org)
� Fact sheet (template emailed to participants)
� SOHP or Health Data website – briefs?
� Messages:  other chronic disease advocates
� Communication strategy – depends on targeted 

audience (legislators, public, providers)
� Senior Summit
� Public Will building – awareness, funds to conduct 

specific data collection
� Incorporate strategies in state oral health plan
� Evaluate efforts using data as baseline data






